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Grassroots ESL Growing in Azusa
Question: What do the Azusa City Library, Lee
Elementary School, Dalton Elementary School,
Neighborhood Homework House, Azusa
Hispanic Foursquare Church, Canyon Christian
Fellowship and Foothill Family Service have in
common?
Answer: They are all partners in Azusa’s new
GrassRoots ESL program!
Question: What is Grassroots ESL?
Answer: It’s a new community-based English-as-a-Second Language program in Azusa.
Trained volunteers will tutor adults twice a week in small groups to help them learn English. The
community partners will host the program at their site, providing opportunity for adults to practice
English in a relaxed and informal environment.
Question: When will it begin?
Answer: Classes will begin in October.

To contact us:
The Literacy Program
Azusa City Library
729 N. Dalton Avenue
Azusa CA 91702
(626) 812-5266
Or email:
literacy@ci.azusa.ca.us
Staff & Volunteers
Literacy Coordinator:
Cathay Reta
Literacy Assistant:
Aryanna Cabrera
Literacy Council Chair:
Bob Donnelson
APU Student Liaison:
Amanda Ratner

Question: How much do classes cost?
Answer: Not a thing. They’re free to the students, thanks to a Library Services and Technology
Act grant from the California State Library and the giving nature of the community partners.
Question: How can community members get involved with Grassroots ESL?
Answer: There will be many opportunities for the community to get involved — starting with
volunteering to be an ESL Tutor at one of the partner sites. (See training dates below.) For
more information, contact Cathay Reta at The Literacy Program, (626) 812-5266.

Spanish Literacy as a Springboard to English
“Never say you can’t, especially when you haven’t even tried,”
says Miguel Gomez, an adult learning to read and write. “If you
look, you will find help.” That’s what he did. While enrolling his
son for school, he shared with an AUSD staff member that he
could not read and write. She told him about The Literacy
Program, and he enrolled in our Spanish literacy program,
provided in partnership with Centro Latino for Literacy.
Read more about Miguel.
To hear more about the impact of learning to read and write in Spanish check out this
Koreh L.A. blog, “Bridging the Literacy Gap for English Language Learners”
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Happy International Literacy Day!
September 8
UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization,
estimates that nearly 800 million people -- one-fifth of the world’s adult population —

do not know how to read or write; women make up two thirds of this number. More
than 30 million of those adults live in the United States. To bring attention to this fact,
UNESCO established September 8 as International Literacy Day.
If you know how to read and write, and if you appreciate the power and pleasure you
get from reading and writing, we invite you to honor those who taught you how to read.
How? Here are a few ideas:
 Volunteer as an adult literacy tutor at the library. (Next training is Sept. 28.)
 Make reading a family affair in your home, just as regular as watching your

favorite television program.
 Make a donation of $35 to The Literacy Program.
 Ask your employer to match your donation to the program.
 Read your next book on a Nook! Now you can check out a Nook e-reader,

loaded with popular book titles, from the Azusa City Library. Check out is free
with your library card!
Let us know how you plan to celebrate. Contact us at
literacy@ci.azusa.ca.us * (626) 812-5266.

Tutor Training Workshops will be held on Saturday, September 28.
Two workshops are offered. Volunteers may choose to attend one or both.
8:00 a.m.—12 noon: Basic Literacy: For tutors to help English speakers to improve
their basic reading/writing skills
1:00—5:00 p.m.:
Grassroots ESL: For tutors to help non-English speakers to
listen, speak, read and write English
Call The Literacy Program for more information, or to register for a workshop.

You are invited to

Literacy Showcase
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 4:00 P.M.
AZUSA CITY LIBRARY AUDITORIUM
Make plans now to join us for a brief program to hear
inspiring stories from The Literacy Program students, learn
what’s new (such as Grassroots ESL, Ci zenship Corner, and
more), and enjoy some light refreshments and conversa on
with your community.
“Literacy is not just about reading and writing; it is about respect, opportunity and development.”
— Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, United Nations

