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Canyon City Foundation Awards Grant
to Azusa City Library
The Canyon City Foundation presented a check to the Azusa City Library on October 5 to
support its expansion of the Grassroots ESL program. The program was selected for its
alignment with one of the Foundation’s priorities:
to build and strengthen the community.

Live from Azusa . . .

On November 12, the Azusa City Library
was host to a live webinar to introduce
LeamosTM (Let’s Read) to agencies
interested in learning more about
providing Spanish literacy skills to
Spanish speaking adults who never
attended school and cannot read and
write in any language. As a member of
Centro Latino for Literacy’s Literacy
Partners Network, The Literacy
Program has been using the Leamos
program since 2012. It is a mouse
driven, simple web-based program
which has been successfully adapted by
libraries and other community
organizations to meet the needs of nonliterate Spanish-speakers in their
communities.

Pictured: Canyon City Foundation Board Member
Marianne Hlava presents check to Adult Literacy
Coordinator Cathay Reta.

Adult Literacy Coordinator Cathay Reta
shared the library’s experience with the
program. The webinar had 15 attendees
listening in from across the country.
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Pictured: Azusa City Library Communications Intern
Melissa Martin staffs table at Canyon City Foundation
event.

Pictured above: Guest Cathay Reta joins
Centro Latino for Literacy’s Patty Celidon
and Claudia Sandoval for a live webinar
highlighting the Leamos program.

Foothill Learning Alliance Holds
Inaugural Support Circle Dinner
“It’s time to start something new and trust the magic of new beginnings.”
The magic of beginnings was indeed an appropriate theme for the dinner held at the Azusa Greens
Country Club on October 23. The evening kicked off the beginning of the newly formed Foothill
Learning Alliance (FLA), a soon to be non-profit 501 ( c ) 3 organization.
Guest speaker for the event was the honorable Judge
Fernando Olguín, federally appointed United States
District Judge, California Central District. His heart-felt
sharing of being raised in Azusa by grandparents who
could not read or write underscored the purpose and the
need for the FLA. Following graduation from Azusa High
School, Judge Olguín studied at Harvard University for a
career in law. A true champion for adult literacy, Judge
Olguín is a board member emeritus of the Centro Latino
for Literacy Board of Directors. He shared his passion for
education and for literacy opportunities for adults to a
room full of community members who proudly welcomed
him back home to Azusa to share his story.
(Pictured left: Judge Fernando Olguín
Pictured below: Bob Donnelson, Linda Bermudez, FLA
Founding Board Members)

Why Do We Need the FLA?
Foothill Learning Alliance Founding Board Member Bob
Donnelson recently answered some questions about the
Foothill Learning Alliance dinner.
Q: What is the Foothill Learning Alliance?
A: The Foothill Learning Alliance is a community based
organization which provides support for various literacy
programs to our adult residents, who need to improve
their reading and writing abilities.
From English as a Second Language, to basic literacy, to
health literacy, and to citizenship literacy, we support
small group and individual tutoring for these adult
residents who are unable or unwilling to attend
traditional classroom instruction.
Q: What was the purpose of the FLA dinner?
A: The FLA dinner was to expose our organization to community members and organizations that can be
instrumental in our growth, as we work to become a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. We are seeking
dedicated board members, sponsors, supporters and advocates, that can help expand our services to the
community.
Q: Why is the Foothill Learning Alliance important?
A: The Foothill Learning Alliance is extremely important to the growth and prosperity of our
community. By providing individuals with the tools to help improve their lives and the lives of their
families, . . . from getting better jobs, higher pay, participating in their child’s schooling, to getting a
driver’s license and being more involved in their community and community events, . . . they become a
more productive resident, and achieve a personal satisfaction that will last them the rest of their lives.

Grassroots
ESL Presented at
California Library
Association
State Conference
City Librarian Reed Strege and Adult Literacy Coordinator Cathay Reta traveled to Oakland, California
to present a session on Azusa’s Grassroots ESL Program at the 2014 California Library Association
Conference on November 8. The session was well-received by approximately 40 library professionals
who are interested in meeting the English needs of English Language Learners in their communities.
Attendees were especially interested in the unique community partnership model developed by
Grassroots ESL. A few people have already followed up with requests for more information about it.
Another highlight of the presentation was the snapshot of student statistics from the first full year.
From October 2013 to October 2014, 130 students received 3064 hours of instruction from 28
volunteer tutors. Since the program seeks to not only teach English to non-English speakers, but to
also encourage them to practice English outside of tutoring sessions, we also collected information
from students regarding how many English-speaking people they know and how often they speak
English, along with their education levels and number of years living in the United States.

For more information on our Grassroots ESL Program, visit our YouTube page:
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvTTbovVUOEcok1rUwriAsQ

Welcome to newly trained volunteer tutors:
Grassroots ESL Tutors
Kiana Carter
Arlenne Chavez
Porscha Hogg
Christina Pare

Citizenship Coaches
Jessica Allen
Chris Brandell
Amanda Ratner
Elena Vachon

Upcoming Calendar
Grassroots ESL Tutor Workshop—for new ESL Tutors and Citizenship Coaches
Saturday, January 17, 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Azusa City Library, 729 N. Dalton Avenue, Azusa
Voter Information Fair
Saturday, January 24, 10:00 am
Azusa City Library, 729 N. Dalton Avenue, Azusa
Basic Literacy Tutor Workshop — for new Basic Literacy tutors
Saturday, January 31, 8:30 am—3:30 pm
Azusa City Library, 729 N. Dalton Avenue, Azusa
Citizenship Information Session
Saturday, February 7, 11:00 am
Azusa Civic Auditorium, 213 E. Foothill Blvd., Azusa
To register call (626) 812-5266 or email literacy@ci.azusa.ca.us
“Literacy is not just about reading and writing; it is about respect, opportunity and development.”
— Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, United Nations

